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Try some different 
hairstyles together. 

Pick one from the 
book, or come up 

with your own.

Watch the 
“Thriller” video and 
perform it together 

as a family!

Call or FaceTime a 
family loved one 

and read them your 
favorite chapter.

Make a big Sunday 
meal together. 
What are your 

family’s favorites?  

Make bookmarks
together!

Build a reading
fort or tent 
together!

bit.ly/readfort

Make a list of new 
words you discover 

while reading 
together and learn 
their definitions.

Share a picture of
your family reading 
with @readtothem.

Write a book review 
of J.D. and the Great 

Barber Battle for 
your teacher or 
school librarian.

Use the Connection 
Guide to contact the 

publisher and let 
them know you’re 

reading J.D.!

Go shopping as a 
family and see 

what you can buy 
for $3.

Go to a buffet 
restaurant together. 
Or make a buffet of 

your own!

Ask an older 
family member 

about a TV show 
they watched as a 

kid. Then, 
watch it together!

Have a family 
video-game night. 

Let everyone pick a 
favorite game to 

play.

Try drawing one 
of the Marvel 
comic book 
characters.

Do one thing that 
will make 

someone in your 
family happy. 

Go bowling 
together!

Have a (fun) family 
competition. 

Establish the rules 
and write them out 

ahead of time.

Do you know 
someone who goes  
to a barbershop? 
Ask to tag along 

and see if it’s like 
Hart & Son.

Have a family 
football game. 

Play charades!
Reenact a scene 
from the book 
without using 

words.

Find a quote that’s 
worth sharing and 
put it on a poster, 
banner, or t-shirt.

Try out one of the 
activities in the

Family Fun Packet.

Discuss your favorite 
scene. 









Connect with Read to Them
Hashtags: #ReadtoThem, #1School1Book or #1District1Book

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, & Pinterest: @readtothem
Email: programs@readtothem.org

Website: www.readtothem.org

Connect with the publisher, Kokila
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, & Pinterest: @KokilaBooks

Website: http://www.penguin.com/publishers/kokila/

Connect with author J. Dillard

Are you enjoying reading about J.D. and all his wonderful antics? Tell the author!
Instagram & Twitter: @IamJDillard



Other books written by J. Dillard:
• J.D. and the Family Business
• J.D. and the Hair Show Showdown

Picture books with similar themes:
• Lemonade in Winter – Emily Jenkins
• What Do You Do With an Idea? – Kobi Yamada
• Donut Chef – Bob Staake
• The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle: Cool Science Behind 

Frank Epperson’s Famous Frozen Treat – Anne Renaud
• The Crayon Man: The True Story of the Invention of Crayola 

Crayons – Natascha Biebow
• Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of 

Inventions – Chris Barton and John Tate
• Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut – Derrick Barnes
• Hair Love – Matthew A. Cherry
• Princess Hair – Sharee Miller
• My Hair Is a Garden – Cozbi Cabrera

If you loved J.D., here are some other books your family might enjoy reading together…

Novels with similar themes:
• Sparkle Spa series – Jill Santopolo
• Breaking the Piggy Bank – Martha Maker
• Carver Chronicles series – Karen English
• Eat Bugs series – Laura D’Asaro
• Billy Sure Kid Entrepreneur series – Luke Sharpe
• Cody Harmon, King of Pets – Claudia Mills
• Willis Wilbur Wows the World – Lindsey Leavitt
• Earn It, Save It, Spend It, and Dream Big with Danny 

Dollar, the King of Cha-ching – Tyrone Allen Jackson
• The Babysitter’s Club: Kristy’s Great Idea – Raina 

Telgemeier
• Lunch Money – Andrew Clements
• The Lemonade War – Jacqueline Davies
• Dirt Cheap – Mark Hoffman
• Money Tales series – Sheila Bair
• Craftily Ever After series – Martha Maker
• Bee Fearless: Dream Like a Kid – Mikaila Ulmer


